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Speak to the Bnei Yisroel and say to them: When you shall enter the Land that | give you and you reap
its harvest, you shall bring an Omer of your first harvest ... You shall not eat bread or roasted kernels
or plump kernels until this very day, until you bring the offering of your G-d; it is an eternal decree for
your generations in all your dwelling places. You shall count for yourselves — from the morrow of the
rest day, from the day when you bring the Omer of waving — seven weeks, they shall be complete.
Until the morrow of the seventh week, you shall count, fifty days; and you shall offer a new meal-
offering to Hashem. (Vayikra 23:9-16)

In this week's parshah, we learn about the halachos of Chodosh. Before any new grain product may
be eaten, an omer measure of ground barley must be brought to the Beis HaMikdash on the second
day of Pesach. Once the Omer has been brought, the new harvest becomes permitted for regular
consumption and usage. However, it remains forbidden to be used for korbanos. On Shavuos, a "nnin
NYTN" - the Shtei HaLechem - is offered, which then permits the new crop to also be used in the Beis
HaMikdash.

The Rosh Yeshiva shlita notes that for the new crop to be allowed for public physical consumption, all
that was necessary was to bring a paltry korban of the Omer. However, for its usage in spiritual matters
such as korbanos, a much more extensive process was needed. Forty-nine days of the Omer, which
involve preparing to receive the Torah and distancing oneself from the impurities of Mitzrayim, had
to be counted. Only then, together with a larger offering of the Shtei HaLechem, would the new
harvest become permitted for use.

This teaches a fundamental message for life. Benefiting from the physical world is not a great
accomplishment and doesn't require much preparation and merit. With just a small measure of
barley, the new crop becomes permitted for the whole of Klal Yisroel. However, using the world and
all it contains as a medium for spirituality and connection to Hashem requires much more. It takes 49
preparatory days and the more significant offering of Shtei HaLechem to enable its usage for spiritual
purposes.

This lesson challenges the common attitude towards achievements in life. Many people feel a great
sense of joy and accomplishment when they acquire a new physical possession or reach a new
professional status. However, when they experience a spiritual milestone or success, such as being
able to learn Torah or perform a mitzvah in its ideal manner, they often fail to recognize their




achievement and sadly don't experience the same sense of joy and accomplishment. This goes against
the truth, as we learn in this week's parshah.

The Mishna in Pirkei Avos (4:16) states:
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R’ Yakov says: This world is like a corridor before Olam Habah; prepare yourself in the
corridor so that you may enter the banquet hall.

The message of this Mishnah is generally understood to be that in order to receive goodness in Olam
Habah, one must prepare during this life in Olam Hazeh. However, in line with the above concept, the
Akeidas Yitzchak provides another dimension to this Mishnah.

If someone were to be invited to the king's palace and upon reaching the entrance hall would demand
a nice comfortable chair, a fully laid meal, with a plush bed with all luxuries included, they would be
considered a fool. There would be no room for complaint against the king or his household, with the
sole blame being this fellow’s thoughtlessness and absurdity. Obviously, the luxuries are expected to
be found only in the main palace.

So too concerning luxuries and conveniences in this world, explains the Ba'al Ha'Akeida: A person
who seeks a calm, peaceful life, with no anguish or worry is comparable to the visitor who wishes to
find in a lobby the comfort and luxuries of a banquet hall. This world is not here as a final destination,
but rather, as a vehicle to perform mitzvos and earn the ultimate reward in Olam Habah. Moreover,
any goodness that one is granted in this world should be viewed as extra kindness since here is not
the place where one should expect to receive rewards and live in comfort. He concludes, "One who
internalises this fact will spare themselves much aggravation and pain when things don't go their way
or they face difficulties!"

The concept is also found in Mesillas Yesharim (1), which asserts that from a purely logical
perspective, it is evident that this world is not the purpose of our existence. He writes, "Our lives are
limited, and how many people have a peaceful and content life? For many, life is full of sorrow and
anguish, plagued by illness and disease. Even one in a thousand rarely manages to find in this world
only good and pure serenity, and even if so, after 100 years or so, he leaves this world!” Life in this
world was clearly established as a vehicle with which to do Hashem’s will, thereby earning genuine
goodness in Olam Habah.

May we internalise this dual message, which will help us both deal with life's tribulations and focus
on our mission in this world. First, this world was not designed to be comfortable, and it is outlandish
to even expect it to be so. Second, true achievements are in the spiritual realm, earning us true
benefit in Olam Habah.
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