
 

 

 
 

  מדבר בפרשת 
וְנָתְנוּ עָלָיו כְּסוּי עוֹר תַּחַשׁ וּפָרְשׂוּ    .וּבָא אַהֲרֹן וּבָנָיו בִּנְסֹעַ הַמַּחֲנֶה וְהוֹרִדוּ אֵת פָּרֹכֶת הַמָּסָ˂ וְכִסּוּ בָהּ אֵת אֲרֹן הָעֵדֻת

 )ו- ה, ד במדבר( .וכו' בֶגֶד כְּלִיל תְּכֵלֶת מִלְמָעְלָה

When the camp is to journey, Ahron and his sons shall come and take down the ParƟƟon-curtain and 
cover the Aron with it. They shall place upon it a tachash-hide covering, and spread a cloth enƟrely of 
techeiles wool over it ... (Bamidbar 4:5-6) 

At the end of this week's parshah, the Torah describes how the Klei HaMishkan were transported 
when Klal Yisroel travelled in the midbar. Before being transported, all the items were covered several 
Ɵmes. Most of them were first covered with wool and then with a tachash-hide. However, the Aron 
had a covering produced with תְּכֵלֶת, turquoise wool, on top of the tachash. What significance does 
this change in covering, especially for the Aron, symbolise? 

The Ramban explains the difference between the Aron and the other items. The Aron was unique due 
to its exalted status and holiness. The techeiles colour, described by Chazal, as "the colour of the sea, 
similar to the colour of the sky” represented honour and holiness. Sky-blue wool symbolises the purity 
of Heaven. For this reason, while the other items had the tachash-hide as their outer covering, the 
Aron, being the most important, needed a disƟnct cover to reflect its holiness. 

The Malbim elaborates on this concept: the outer covering, which was the colour of techeiles, 
symbolises the greatness of the Aron. Even when the Aron was covered during transit, its kedushah, 
represented by the majesƟc techeiles colour, sƟll radiated, impacƟng its surroundings. 

The Rosh Yeshiva shlita explains that as the Aron represents the Torah, this possuk is conveying a 
message about the kedushah and the impact of Torah. Just like the Aron radiated holiness even when 
it was covered, the influence of the Torah also shines forth and can be felt far beyond the place where 
it is being studied. Similarly, R' Yisroel Salanter famously said, "Even when an individual learns in a 
quiet corner of a Beis HaMedrash in Vilna, the impact of his Torah study is felt far away. A distant Jew 
in Paris may face great spiritual challenges, and this person's Torah study saves him from succumbing 
to the temptaƟon of the yetzer horah." The outer sky-blue wool covering of the Aron, represenƟng 
the purity of the Heavens, hints at the kedushah of the Torah emanaƟng from within and causing a 
ripple effect worldwide. 

With this understanding of how an individual’s Torah learning greatly impacts and assists the enƟre 
Klal Yisroel, we can beƩer appreciate a seemingly difficult Mishnah we recite every morning. The 
Mishnah (Peah 1:1)1 states: 

 
1 The list is extended by those also menƟoned in the Gemara (Shabbos 127a). 
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וְהַקֶּרֶן קַיֶּמֶת לוֹ לָעוֹלָם הַבָּא, וְאֵלּוּ הֵן, כִּבּוּד אָב וָאֵם,    אֵלּוּ דְבָרִים שֶׁאָדָם אוֹכֵל פֵּרוֹתֵיהֶם בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶּה 
, וְהַשְׁכָּמַת בֵּית הַמִּדְרָשׁ שַׁחֲרִית וְעַרְבִית, וְהַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִים, וּבִקּוּר חוֹלִים, וְהַכְנָסַת כַּלָּה,  וּגְמִילוּת חֲסָדִים

 . אָדָם לַחֲבֵרוֹ וּבֵין אִישׁ לְאִשְׁתּוֹ. וְתַלְמוּד תּוֹרָה כְּנֶגֶד כֻּלָּם . וַהֲבָאַת שָׁלוֹם בֵּיןוּלְוָיַת הַמֵּת, וְעִיּוּן תְּפִלָּה
These are the precepts whose fruits a person enjoys in this world but whose principal remains 
intact for him in the World to Come. They are: the honour due to father and mother, acts of 
kindness etc… and the study of Torah is equivalent to them all. 

The Meforshim explain the Mishnah, clarifying that while the main reward for keeping mitzvos is 
typically not granted in this world, the “fruit” of mitzvos – the reward for the benefit others derive 
from the mitzvah - is repaid even in this world. Accordingly, the Mishnah lists mitzvos which not only 
involve a relaƟonship between man and Hashem but also have an element of helping and assisƟng 
others. Most of the list, such as honouring parents, performing kindness, arising early to shul (to make 
a minyan), inviƟng guests, visiƟng the sick, and accompanying the dead on their final journey, is clearly 
understood in the context of benefiƫng others. However, the ending of the Mishnah, "learning Torah 
is equivalent to them all", does not seem congruent with the rest. While Torah may be an excepƟonal 
mitzvah, it appears to be all about the individual’s growth and acquisiƟon of knowledge. The quesƟon 
arises: How does Talmud Torah benefit others in the highest manner? 

Considering the abovemenƟoned concept, we can now shed light on this Mishnah. Learning Torah 
benefits the enƟre Klal Yisroel most powerfully and effecƟvely. Even with one Yid learning in a 
secluded spot, spiritual protecƟon is granted to others in the most far-off places. This mitzvah bears 
"fruit", benefiƫng others, and indeed surpasses all other mitzvos.  

Dovid HaMelech davened in Tehillim (27:4):   כָּל יְמֵי חַיַּי  ה'  שִׁבְתִּי בְּבֵית  ,אוֹתָהּ אֲבַקֵּשׁ  ה'אַחַת שָׁאַלְתִּי מֵאֵת,  
וּלְבַקֵּר בְּהֵיכָלוֹ  ה'  לַחֲזוֹת בְּנֹעַם , One thing I asked of Hashem, that shall I seek: That I dwell in the House 

of Hashem all the days of my life; to behold the sweetness of Hashem etc… What are the two 
expressions menƟoned here,  ֵהלָ ישְׁא  and  ַּהקָּשָׁ ב ? 

The Vilna Gaon (Esther 7:2) explains that  ֵה לָ ישְׁא  means requesƟng for oneself, while  ַּהקָּשָׁ ב  is an 
expression used when peƟƟoning for others. With this, the Rosh Yeshiva shlita explains, we can now 
understand what Dovid HaMelech longed and yearned for. His request of being able to devote his life 
to toil in Torah was not only something personal. Dovid HaMelech appreciated the concept that his 
devoƟon to Torah was the greatest way possible to benefit and contribute to Klal Yisroel. His wish of 
being able to learn Torah was not just a  ֵהלָ ישְׁא , a personal request, but also a  ַּהקָּשָׁ ב , a peƟƟon for the 
benefit of others, as learning Torah benefits Klal Yisroel in the most impacƞul way. 

Let us appreciate the greatness and significance of our Limmud Torah and realise the immense impact 
and benefits our learning offers both for ourselves and others. Learning Torah is the greatest 
contribuƟon we can provide for all of Klal Yisroel and therefore deserves to be cherished and valued!  
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